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2001 Youth Garden Grant Application
   The National Gardening Association, in concert with leading companies from the lawn and garden industry, will award its 18th Annual Youth Garden Grants to 400 schools, neighborhood groups, community centers, camps, clubs, treatment facilities, and intergenerational groups throughout the United States. Awards consist of quality tools, seeds, plants, and garden products provided by the sponsor companies.

   To be eligible, your school or organization must plan to garden in 2001 with at least 15 children between the ages of three and 18 years. Selection of winners is based on demonstration of a child-centered plan that emphasizes children learning and working in an outdoor garden. Selection criteria include leadership, need, sustainability, community support, innovation, and educational, environmental, or social programming.

   Applicants will be notified by January 31, 2001 as to application status. All applicants will receive seeds and other materials to support their programs, thus ensuring that everyone is a winner! Please read the instructions carefully and answer all questions clearly and legibly. Thank you for your interest and commitment to youth!
Special Instructions for this Microsoft Word application form:

Please open this application in Microsoft Word and print out an original copy. You may hand write in your responses (please print or write legibly), or you may complete the application using Microsoft Word and print a final copy to submit. Please insert your responses within the brackets [ ] or in the space provided after each question. Please do not change fonts, reformat, or add additional pages for your responses.

Incomplete applications will not be considered. We encourage you to enclose color photos, with captions, and any news articles concerning your garden project. Materials will not be returned. You will receive a letter regarding the status of your application by January 31, 2001. Grant recipients will receive award shipments during the winter and spring of 2001.

All applications must include a letter of support on official letterhead from your program administrator, principal, or director, and a $10 application fee payable to NGA. Applications must be postmarked no later than November 1, 2000.

Did you: 

Answer all questions and save a copy of your completed application?

Make sure your address information, including ZIP codes, is absolutely correct?

Enclose a $10 check or money order (no cash) payable to National Gardening Association?

Enclose a letter of support (see instructions above)?

Please keep materials flat and mail all required materials together in a 9x12 envelope to: 

Youth Garden Grants Program

National Gardening Association

1100 Dorset Street

South Burlington, VT 05403

Project Overview

On this page provide a brief synopsis of your garden project describing its goals, the youth who will participate, and your group’s ability to undertake such a task. Of particular importance is how children will be engaged in hands-on gardening and what areas of learning are intended, as well as any innovative aspects of your garden program. Please describe any work done to date toward implementing your garden program and plans for its sustainability. Please do not exceed this page.

Organization Information

Contact Person (one only):






Title:

School/Agency:

Mailing Address:






 Address location: [  ] school/agency  [  ] home

City:





State:


Zip:

Shipping Address for UPS (No P.O. Box #’s):

School/Agency Phone:





 Home phone:

E-mail address:






School/Agency Web site:

How did you hear about the Youth Garden Grants Program?

Project Information 
1. Has your program applied for a NGA Youth Garden Grant before?    [  ] Yes   [  ] No        If yes, what year?  [            ]

2.   Has your program been awarded a NGA Youth Garden Grant in the past? [  ] Yes   [  ] No  If yes, what year? [           ]

3.   How many children will actively participate in your garden program? Total number:  [               ]

      Number of kids gardening:

      3-7 years old:  [            ]                 8-12 years old:  [             ]            13-18 years old:  [             ]

4.   Does your program have a special emphasis? Please check any that apply and explain in the Project Overview section        of this application.

      [  ] Nutrition/Hunger        [  ] Community Service       [  ] Intergenerational       [  ] Habitat Creation/Restoration

      [  ] Handicapped Accessibility      [  ] Other , please describe:  

5.   Check all those that most accurately describe your organization:

      [  ] Urban      [  ] Civic Club      [  ] Community Garden     [  ] Rural       [  ] Private School 

      [  ] Public Agency      [  ] Suburban       [  ] Public School       [  ] Private Agency

6.   What are your garden’s dimensions?    [                    ] ft. x [                   ] ft. = [                             ] total square feet.

7.   Which of the following populations are served by your gardening program? (Optional)

      Anglo American [            ] %     Native American [           ]%     African American [           ]%

      Latino [          ]%        Asian [            ]%          Other [          ]%

8. Describe where your garden is located, and who owns the land.

9. Our garden program begins on: [                        ] and ends on: [                           ] (Please give dates.)

Leadership

Responsible, dedicated, and experienced leadership, willing to organize and oversee gardening efforts from seed to harvest, is critical to program success.

10. What is the adult to child ratio during an average gardening session? 

11. Does your gardening program use volunteer support?  [  ] Yes    [  ] No

      If yes, how many volunteers participate and in what capacity will they be assisting during the 2001 gardening season?

12. During what days of the week and times will children be involved in gardening activities?

13. How many hours per week will a participating child be involved in gardening activities in your program?

14. How much time on a weekly basis will the leader(s) of your gardening program devote to this project (including       planning, scheduling, promotion, and time in the garden)?

15. Please describe the experience and qualifications of the leader(s) for this youth gardening project.

16. Does your program include an indoor gardening component (i.e., GrowLabs or windowsill gardens)?  [   ]Yes   [   ]No

      If yes, please describe.

17. Why do you feel gardening is important for your group?

18. List the primary goal(s) of your youth gardening program.

Community Support

Programs that receive support and donations from local businesses, organizations, and community members have the greatest opportunity for long term success.

19. In the space below, please list organizations and businesses that support your gardening program:

      Name of Organization                                                     Type of Involvement/Contributions

20. If awarded this grant you will receive an assortment of tools, seeds, plants, and supplies only. How do you plan to obtain other necessary items not included in the grant?

21. List any additional support secured for your program (i.e. supervision, labor, transportation, publicity).

22. Describe your plans for maintenance of the garden (i.e. weeding, watering, soil building) and what groups will be involved?

23. If you do not win a 2001 Youth Garden Grant will your gardening program still happen?   [  ]Yes  [  ]No

Need & Sustainability

Programs that plan for sustainability are most likely to succeed in meeting current and long term needs

and objectives.

24. Is your program a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization (includes schools)?   [  ] Yes    [  ] No

25. What is the maximum number of youth who will work at your garden site at any given time? 

26. How long has your youth gardening program been operational? 

27. How long do you expect to continue your gardening program? 

28. Please complete the budget outline below for your 2001 garden program using your best estimates of expenses and possible income sources. Please do not include the Youth Garden Grant as an income source.

Project Expenses 




Project Income

Staffing, volunteer appreciation. . . . 
..   $ [                    ]

Cash donations . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  [                  ]

Soil amendments, compost, & water ….$ [                    ]

Grants. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  [                  ]

Garden tools, equipment, & supplies . . $  [                    ]

Organizational support . . . . . . . $  [                  ]

Program supplies & special events . ..    $ [                    ]

Garden fundraisers . . . . . . . . . . $  [                  ]

Seeds & plant materials . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ [                    ]

Special events . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  [                 ]

Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..$ [                    ]

Seed, plant, & produce sales . . . $ [                  ]


Total $      [                     ] 

 
    Total $ [                  ]

29. How many of the following does your gardening program own?

      Hand Tools [         ]     Hoes [         ]       Rakes [         ]    Cultivators [         ]     Shovels [         ]  

      Trowels [         ]     Spading Forks [         ]     Hoses [         ]     Carts/Wheelbarrows [         ]

30. What are your current sources for seeds and plant materials?

31. What are your current sources for tools and equipment?

32. If awarded a grant, where will the garden tools and equipment be stored? Please be specific.

33. Please indicate specific garden tools and equipment that would appear on your wish list. Note: This helps NGA plan    for future years.

Garden Design

In the space below, provide a hand-drawn design of your garden site. Include the types of plants you plan to grow, where they will be planted, and any special features of your garden project. We strongly encourage youth participation and creativity in the design process. Please do not exceed this page or submit additional plans.

Project Name: _______________________ Designed by: ______________________
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HERE IS YOUR 2001 YOUTH GARDEN GRANT APPLICATION!

With generous support in 2000 from the following companies . . .

	TOOLS

Ames Lawn & Garden

Tools

BIRDFEEDERS

Opus, Inc.

FERTILIZERS

Spray-N-Grow 

SEED PROPAGATION & SOIL

Gardener’s Supply Co.
	SEEDS

Park Seed Co.

Harris Seeds

Johnny’s Seeds

Seeds of Change

MEASURING DEVICES 

Springfield Precision

Instruments
	IRRIGATION & PLANTERS

CobraCo, Inc.

Dramm Corporation

L.R. Nelson Corp.

Novelty Mfg.

Teknor-Apex

The EarthBox

EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS

Old Farmer’s Almanac


	LIVE PLANT MATERIAL

Breck’s Bulbs

Stark Bro’s Nursery

Jackson & Perkins Co.

Springhill Nurseries

Nichols Garden Nursery

. . . AND WITH NEW

SPONSORS BEING

ADDED FOR 2001


Helping to cultivate the young gardeners of the 21st Century
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